Abstract. The taxonomic status and distribution of the poorly known gnaphosid species Zelotes strandi (Nosek, 1905) is clarified, discussed and mapped on the basis of both the holotype (a single female from Turkey) and newly collected material (males and females from Bulgaria). This species was originally described from the island of Prinkipo (= Büyükada, District of Istanbul, Turkey) and the holotype is currently housed in the Naturhistorisches Museum, Vienna. Both sexes are here diagnosed and illustrated, whereby the male is described for the first time.
described 23 new spider species from the families Dysderidae, Theridiidae, Lycosidae, Agelenidae, Gnaphosidae and Thomisidae collected by the well-known Austrian naturalist Arnold Penther in different regions of Turkey, including the Island Prinkipo (= Büyükada) in the Marmara Sea, near Istanbul. From the material collected in the territory of this island, Nosek described the species Zelotes strandi (Nosek, 1905) (originally in Prosthesima) on the basis of a single female specimen. Since its original description, there have been no further records concerning the taxonomy and distribution of the species (Chatzaki 2010 , Senglet 2011 , 2012 , Platnick 2013 . Having had the opportunity to examine the collection of A. Nosek kept in the Vienna Museum -and comparing it with material collected from different regions of Bulgaria -it became possible to provide a description of the previously unknown male together with a redescription of the female based on new drawings and photos.
Material and methods
The type material (a single female) was studied and photographed, without removing the epigyne. The spider material from Bulgaria was collected by hand and by pitfall traps from various localities (Fig. 1) . The map of the Balkan Peninsula follows Abadjiev (2001) . Measurements of the legs were taken from the dorsal side. Total body length includes chelicerae. Photographs of the holotype were made using a Nikon camera connected to a Leica MZ 12.5 stereoscope; those of the newly described male with a Lumix camera connected to a Wild MD stereoscope. The drawings were made with a camera lucida mounted on a Leica MZ 12.5 stereoscope.
The following abbreviations are used in the text and figures: AME -anterior median eyes, PLEposterior lateral eyes, PME -posterior median eyes. (Figs 9, 11, 13, 15) , but differs in the following characters. In males of Z. strandi (Figs 8, 10 ) the tibial apophysis is longer; the terminal apophysis is longer and the bifid end is better expressed; the posterior sclerite of the terminal apophysis is bifid distally. In females of Z. strandi (Figs 12, 14) , the lateral epigynal margins are less spaced, the spermathecae are smaller and the epigynal ducts are less coiled.
Taxonomy
The original figure of the epigyne of Z. strandi by Nosek (1905) is very schematic and these features are not represented. The taxonomic value of the picture is thus low. It is effectively impossible to identify the species using the original illustration and this is Vulva (Figs 5, 14) : Copulatory ducts long, leading to large, globular, slightly separated spermathecae. Ecology This species reaches altitudes of up to 1,200 m, but prefers lowlands. At higher altitudes it is found under stones, mainly at the edge of beach forests and meadows, in lowlands in dry grasslands, close to oak forests and dunes near the sea shore. Phenology Mature males were captured from April to September, females from May to October. Distribution Z. strandi seems to be widespread over the eastern part of the Balkan Peninsula. Until now, it has been captured in Bulgaria in several places, and in Turkey on the Prinkipo (Büyükada) Island (Fig. 1) .
